ABSTRACT: The purpose of this article is to present the relationships which occurred between the settlement of numerous villages on the Wallachian law in the mountainous regions of Medieval Poland and the influx of settlers representing the Wallachian ethnos in this area. Without doubt, both Poles and Ruthenians could not play a decisive role in this process for they did not have the essential skills related to the economic exploitation of mountains, and they were particularly not able to conduct a pastoral economy on a mass scale. They were also not able to independently adapt the forms of social organisation of villages, which were specific for the Wallachian law. The Vlachs, pouring into the studied area throughout the 14th to 16th centuries, were arguably not numerous, but they played a key role in organising new settlements in the mountains. A particularly significant role in this process was played by the chiefs of the Wallachian villages-knyazes (knezes). They had adequate knowledge, financial possibilities as well as administrative and judicial power over the rest of the people in order to become a group, which, on the one hand, was disseminating the Wallachian law, and on the other hand, was consequently standing up for the Wallachian law which was beneficial to them. Even though they relatively quickly underwent assimilation processes and integration with the local surroundings, losing their original ethnic distinctiveness, the Wallachian law was still being spread. In that way, it turned from being an ethnic law into a symbol of privileging all people who were using it, regardless of their ethnicity.
It is beyond doubt that one of the most important tendencies in the last few years in the studies of the Ius Valachicum (Wallachian law) on the northern slopes of the Carpathians is the almost universal recognition of the participation in this process of the immigrants who represented the Wallachian ethnos. The conclusions of Kazimierz Tymieniecki and Kazimierz Dobrowolski are particularly important here. According to these scholars, the spread of the Wallachian law could not take place analogically to the case of typically rural German law (Ius Alemanicum), which could have been used and introduced everywhere, in relation to every group of farmers, irrespective of their nationality, without the need of participating in this process of the reforms of the "ethnic" bearers of a new custom. The difficulty with applying the Wallachian law to the farmers stemmed from the need of abandoning their past achievements, limiting or discarding the farming of land for the purpose of activities associated with breeding on a so-far unprecedented scale. 1 Without an impulse in the form of the arrival in these areas, subjected to such reforms, of foreign people who had the necessary knowledge, this thorough change of their current lifestyle was rather unthinkable.
The oldest phase of the settlement, tangible in the sources, took place in Poland in the periods of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries and is described as a result of the migration of the Wallachian ethnos from the areas of Moldova, Transylvania and Transcarpathia, undergoing very fast processes of integration and assimilation with the local element, Eastern-Slavic and much more rare -Slovak or Polish. Particularly the oldest settlement current from the south, dating to the fourteenth century, is characterised as significant. 17 -20. While the existence of the "ethnic" Vlachs in the areas already discussed has been widely accepted and no longer triggers lively arguments, the question concerning the number of immigrants remains unanswered. An obstacle in undertaking this problem appears in the form of not only the lack of sources, but also the huge dispersion of the preserved information. They can be encountered particularly in the hundreds of surviving, handwritten judicial and taxation volumes from the areas of Małopolska (Lesser Poland) and Red Ruthenia, which are currently stored in Polish and Ukrainian archives and libraries. Such a query is extremely time-consuming and the results obtained through it are usually very modest. For the Wallachian law covered very peripheral areas, distant from the contemporary political and cultural centres, so the places where the writing was commonly used. Even the Wallachian settlers did not have this skill and the 14 th -15 th centuries is a period when a document still did not displace in everyday practise, particularly in the lower social strata, the oral testimonies of witnesses or relying on the collective memory as a means for proving one's rights or claims. These very few preserved, and concise in their content, records concerning the Wallachian settlers are the work of court scribes -usually Poles, who did not understand the specificity of the Wallachian law or who often attempted to identify the elements of this legal practice with the local concepts. This "office Polonization" of various concepts, or even the names of the Wallachian settlers, makes it even more difficult for a modern historian to undertake research which would be promising in terms of obtaining satisfactory results. It is impossible to even attempt to approach the problem in statistical terms basing it on the references in sources regarding individuals, small groups of people or the events associated with their existence. In return, there are ambiguous and vague terms such as "numerous", "few", "significant", etc. or, equally risky in their effects, a formulation of scholarly opinions based on general impressions and feelings of a scholar, which do not correspond with a scientific description. 4 To the exceptional situations should be also included information from the sources, which allow for a more resolute phrasing of the thesis on the large influx of the Wallachian population to the areas of Pokucie since the problem of these cross-border migrations became a hotbed of conflict between Poland and Moldova between the fifteenth and the sixteenth centuries.
In this case, the written sources correspond to the findings of linguists of the ancient Romanio-Ruthenian bilingualism amongst the inhabitants of the area. 5 The general impression of the significant influx of immigrants most of all derives from the extent of the area of Małopolska (Lesser Poland) and Red Ruthenia where ius Walachicum occurred and the references to people described as Vlachs. This statement corresponds with research conducted since the mid-nineteenth century by linguists, who found and interpreted hundreds of words of Romanian origin in the areas, which is very important for our deliberations because they fully overlap with the range authenticated by the sources, ius Valachicum. At this point, however, it is necessary to make valid claims, significantly undermining the usefulness of these types of sources for our needs. There is no consensus amongst linguists regarding which types of personal and area names or a common vocabulary were the result of migration and which were indirectly borrowed. Even though the oldest Wallachian toponyms were solidified by the Polish sources dated to the fourteenth century, the vast majority of the material is a result of field research conducted in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Therefore, there is no certainty, which Romanian words were brought by the medieval Wallachian settlers and which arrived in the Polish territories much later, as a result of being part of the Polish and Romanian lands under the rule of the Habsburgs. 6 5 I discussed the problem of migration in Pokucie more broadly in the following works: Jawor With the current state of knowledge, it is difficult for an unambiguous decision whether, in the case of the Wallachian migrations, we are dealing with a trend of elite or mass migrations. The former is characterized by the movement of small groups of people in a direction leading from the centre of civilization to more backward areas. In the case of mass migration we are dealing with an opposite situation based on the movements of large groups of people wandering from the periphery toward civilization centres. As in the case of other social facts, also this division is very schematic since it does not include many situations when the described migration contains the threads of both these trends. 7 These modern concepts are also not adequate to the description of reality from centuries ago. Just as it is difficult to recognize areas of medieval Moldova and Transylvania as being preeminent territories, it would be also a misconception to treat the Kingdom of Poland as a periphery towards the former areas. The issue can be treated differently if by the centre we will understand only the area, which is preeminent in terms of the development of the mountainous areas, unavailable for the farmers, by conducting in their territories alternative activities for so far on an unknown scale (mainly pastoral activities, but also linked to the exploitation of forests or different branches of food processing and handicrafts). In this sense, the immigrants from the Romanian areas had at their disposal, knowledge and experience, which were unavailable and at the same time highly attractive for a Polish or Ruthenian peasant. Most likely it was in this Wallachian instrumentation, which the ius Vallachicum included and which was so far unknown to the local population, where the hidden secret was placed. It was the settlement trend spreading across the vast areas of the Carpathians and the Balkans, reaching further to the islands in the Mediterranean and then Asia Minor. Ilona Czamańska very accurately expressed the aspect of this discussed problem at the end of one of her popular works:
the undoubted descendants of the Vlachs, the Romanians, persistently searching for their roots amongst the famous ancient nations, not always recognizing that this modest, for a long time illiterate, people in the sheepskin coats and sheepskin kacziulas, did one thing more important for the European civilization than creating the political powers-they tamed the mountains. 8
As much as the disseminators of the Wallachian law in its oldest phase, dated to the fourteenth century, were the immigrants of first or second generations, then in the subsequent centuries the placement of new villages was being done more often on the basis of the local element, deriving from the old Wallachian settlements. the migrations from the areas of Romania did not stop, they were also not decisive in the extraordinary expansion of this settlement, dated in the mountainous areas only to the sixteenth century. In the most well-recognised lands of Sanok, there were around 158 villages encompassed by the Wallachian law until 1650. In the 16 th and at the beginning of the 17 th century 80% of them were created while the remaining 20% belonged to the older initiatives. 9 Therefore a question remains concerning the circle of people who acted as the leaders of this legal custom and who handed over its principles to the younger generation and initiated the formation of new villages. There is no doubt that they were knezes (Polish: kniaziowie) -the chiefs of the Wallachian settlements or members of their families. It is impossible at this point to provide a closer characterisation of this most typical institution in the Wallachian custom and the readers concerned with this matter should be referred to the passages of a repeatedly cited monograph of mine. 10 At this point I would limit myself to saying that their legal privilege, but also the high, hereditary and material wages as well as the judicial, administrative and even religious authority (placing family members in the offices of priests in the local Orthodox churches) over the humble inhabitants of villages subordinated to them, caused the knezes to have suitable financial resources and the knowledge necessary for organizing new villages. At the same time it was a group most interested in defending the conditions of the ownership and existing powers, particularly because of the frequent threats from the owners of the villages at the beginning of the 16 th century. On all the Polish lands encompassed by the Wallachian colonization, the same pattern is constantly repeated: the knezes of the older Wallachian villages or the members of their families located new settlements so that after some time they became a starting point for further settlement initiatives. 11 The maintenance of the position of the knezes families was often favoured due to the characteristics of this social group. Very often the specific members of the family remained with each other in a property communalism called inaction (niedział). It was characterised by a significant, since it was extending over several generation, durability and a significant number of co-shareholders as its consequence. This condition can be explained by both the economic and social rationale. They protected the individual participants from losing a privileged position in a rural community and from being pushed out to the role of peasants. It also hindered the possibility of buying out the knezes state or its part by strangers. The communal management also made it easier to survive in times of crisis. 12 Just as in the case of the humble nobility of the Wallachian origin, the sources indicate the knezes' reluctance to enter any closer relationships with the local surroundings or to search for marriage partners within the local group. 13 There is no doubt that these privileged immigrants generally within 2-3 generations would lose their ethnic distinctiveness by blending into the local environment. These processes took place particularly quickly in the areas there the Orthodox religion was dominant. It was the Orthodox Church which linked the Vlachs with the Ruthenian environment while the Slavic language was a language of liturgy for them. 14 At some point in the history of the settlement located on the Wallachian law the feeling of being different became supplanted by an equally strong belief in the need for maintaining local separation, which was after all guaranteeing a privileged position of, particularly, the knezes (more frequently referred to as provosts, sołtysi) in comparison to the situation of the local population. 15 For example, in the village of LubyczaKniazie (a former province of Bełz), existing still in the 19 th century, the knez said that their ancestors once rescued a Russian prince (meaning, a kniaź), hiding him from the Tatars'. To return the favour, he forever exempted them from any duty, he gave them land and the authority of princes. 16 It is beyond doubt that a story constructed in such a way legitimised their unique, yet constantly threatened, legal and economic position, but at the same time it denoted a complete obliteration of knowledge regarding the true origin of the inhabitants. Depending on the local conditions, the traces of the original Vlachs' ethnos became consolidated by, more or less, a legible manner in the form of vocabulary (especially in relation to pastoral activities), elements of beliefs, rituals and material culture. The ethnographers wandering in the 19 th century in the Polish mountains saw (or perhaps wanted to see) the distinctiveness of even the anthropological nature of the descendants of the knezes. This is how Szczęsny Morawski described the inhabitants of historical Łemkowszczyzna:
To this day, it is not difficult to distinguish a grey-eyed, fair-haired and slow Ruthenian peasant from a black-haired, active Wallachian provost. 17 These processes were carried out differently in the case of the remaining inhabitants of the Wallachian villages, who did not belong to the already discussed dominant group. The natural consequence of the desire of both knezes and the Wallachian village owners to increase the income deriving from them was to gather under their authority a maximum number of dependent populations. The economic calculation resulted in allowing the local population, mostly representing the Ruthenian ethnos, for the settlements within their borders. This phenomenon, known from preserved sources which date back to the 15 th century and wasintensified in the next century. However, the law was notoriously broken, prohibiting the local population to settle in the Wallachian villages. Despite the threat of punishment, fugitives from other estates were also used. During this time, the expansion process of the Ruthenian element to the areas previously occupied by the Vlachs grew rapidly. It is no exaggeration to state that at the territories close to the Carpathians a collision took place between the numerically dominant, and those coming from the East, Ruthenian population and the Vlachs. What could come into play was an escape from the numerous and devastating Tatars invasions between the 15 th and 16 th centuries, but also a fact of leaving by the Ruthenian peasants the villages governed by the Ruthenian custom due (ius Ruthenicum) to the excessive duties expected from the owner, which resulted from the rules imposed on them by the Ruthenian custom. 18 As a consequence, many villages situated at the foothills faced a rather complicated situation: the authority was kept in them by the knezes families, undoubtedly of Wallachian origins, but despite their conservatism they underwent an inevitable process of assimilation with the locals. The inhabitants of these settlements could have been the descendants of the Wallachian immigrants (as can be seen from the analysis of often single sources), who were subjected to pressure by the Ruthenian population settling there en masse. Interestingly, defending the principles of Wallachian law was primarily but not exclusively a matter for the knezes. It suffices to mention here that the villagers in these settlements had lower tributes and rents than often their neighbours from the farm-land villages (useing ius Alemanicum, ius Polonicum or ius Ruthenicum). They also did not have to perform feudal services for the owner as it was unknown to Wallachian law. Paradoxically, in this way the disappearance of the Wallachian ethnos was accompanied by the creation of a community of people of different origins, but connected with each other through the willingness of maintaining legal privilege, acquired from the first inhabitants. Probably at this time the word Vlach lost its original ethnical context and came to mean a legal or professional community. It was from that moment on that the new chapter in the history of the settlement based on Wallachian law began.
